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1-11 Invocation.


1-7 Statement of themes.


8-11 Muse is asked to explain how gods can act so harshly to man.

12-33 Divine Level: Background: the story begins.


12-18 Juno’s love for Carthage.


19-22 Danger posed by Troy and its descendants.


23-33 Juno’s reasons for hating the Trojans.

34-80 Divine Level: Juno and Aeolus unleash a storm to ruin the Trojans.


34-35 Quick glimpse of the Trojans at sea.


36-39 JUNO (to herself): “Am I unable to destroy the Trojans?


39-45 “ Minerva could kill Ajax..


46-49 “ I’ve fought with the Trojans for years and now no one will honor me.”


50-63 Description of Aeolus and his cave.


64-66 JUNO (to Aeolus): “My compliments to you as king of the winds;


67-68 “My problem: the Trojans are sailing to Italy;


69-70 “My request: destroy them anyway you wish;


71-75 “My thanks: I’ll give you a beautiful bride and children.”


76-80 AEOLUS: “Your wish is my command.”

81-123 Human Level: The storm strikes Aeneas and his fleet.


81-91 Description of the winds release and the subsequent storm

92-101 AENEAS:” I wish I had died nobly back at Troy before my father, where Hector and the other heroes lie dead.”



102-123 One ship is destroyed and the fleet is scattered.

124-156 Divine Level: Neptune calms the storm.


124-131 Neptune senses the storm, rises to surface, and summons the winds.

132-141 NEPTUNE: “You winds and your king have trespassed in my domain; stop now.”


132-147 Neptune and two minor gods calm the seas and free the ships on the sandbars.


148-156 Simile: Neptune is compared to a noble man stopping a riot.

157-222 Human Level: Landing near Carthage.


157-179 The Trojans land in an elaborately described harbor.


180-193 Aeneas searches in vain for his lost ships but does kill 7 deer for his ships.


194-197 Aeneas provides food and drink for a feast.


198-207 AENEAS: “We’ve been through worse things; we know where we’re headed, 


so let’s persevere.”


208-222 The Trojans prepare and eat their feast, then lament for their lost comrades.


223-304 Divine Level: Venus laments, Jupiter consoles with a view of future.


223-228 Venus in tears approaches Jupiter.


229-241 VENUS: “What about your promises to the Trojans?


241-249 “Antenor got his city.


250-253 “But your own family doesn’t get their just due.”


254-262 JUPITER: “Don’t worry, Aeneas will found his city.


262-266 “Aeneas will fulfill his destiny in Italy.


267-272 “Ascanius will move the government to Alba Longa.


273-277 “Romulus will found the city of Rome.


278-282 “I have given them unlimited power, and even Juno will be reconciled.


283-285 “Greece will be conquered at some time in the future.


286-290 “You will receive Augustus, loaded with spoils, in heaven someday.


291-296 “The gates of war will be closed and Furor will be in chains.”


297-304 Mercury is sent to Carthage to assure that the Carthaginians are hospitable.
304-407 Human/Divine Level: Aeneas, while scouting, meets Venus.


305-313 Aeneas and Achates go scouting.


314-320 Venus in huntress disguise meets them.


321-324 VENUS: “Have you seen one of my sisters wandering around here?”

325-334 AENEAS:” You must be a goddess! Please help us and I’ll sacrifice to you.”


335-342 VENUS: “You’re in Dido’s Carthage, and I’ll tell her story.

343-370 “Dido married Sychaeus, the richest man in Phoenicia; he was killed by her greedy brother, King Pygmalion, who concealed his crime; Sychaeus’ ghost appeared in a dream to Dido, who seized the buried treasure and sailed away to found a city in Africa.”


371-385 AENEAS: “We are Trojans heading to Italy, who have suffered grievously.”


386-401 VENUS: “Keep on the road to Carthage; I see an omen of the swans and that 


means your fleet is safe.”


402-409 AENEAS (recognizing his fleeing mother): “Why can’t we talk normally?”


410-417 Venus encloses him in a cloud of invisibility and heads to Paphos.

418-493 Human Level: Aeneas enters Carthage.


418-429 Aeneas catches his first sight of the Carthaginians building their new city.


430-436 Simile of the workers compared to bees building a hive.


437-440 Aeneas wishes he were building his city.


441-449 Description of Juno’s grove and temple in the middle of Carthage.


450-458 Aeneas experiences hope as he sees a mural depicting Troy’s fall.


459-463 AENEAS: “Achates, Troy’s glorious fall will bring us some help.”


464-493 A description (ecphrasis) of the mural, with Aeneas’ tearful reactions:



466-468 Two panels of Greeks fleeing the Trojans and Achilles chasing the Trojans.



469-473 Rhesus and the loss of his horses.



474-478 The death of Troilus at Achilles’ hands.



479-482 The Trojan women weep as they worship Minerva in vain.



483-487 Hector ransoms the corpse of Hector from Achilles.



488-489 Aeneas recognizes himself amidst the fighting figures.



490-493 Penthesilea, the Amazon queen, charges to war, heading her army.

494-578 Human Level: Dido meets the men from Aeneas’ lost ships.


494-506 Dido enters with her attendants; a simile of Dido compared to Diana.


507-519 The leaders of the lost ships enter, but Aeneas and Achates remain in the cloud.

520-529 ILIONEUS:” We Trojans aren’t here to plunder your lands.


530-538 “We headed for Italy but a storm drove us off course.


539-543 “What kind of people are this barbaric and drive all strangers away?


544-549”Our king was Aeneas and you will not regret helping us?


549-560 “We’re heading to Sicily or Italy, depending on whether Aeneas still lives.”


561-564 DIDO: “Don’t be upset, I have to guard my new kingdom.


565-568 “Who hasn’t heard of Troy?


569-578 “I’ll help you go to either Sicily or Italy, or you can stay here with me, but I 


wish that Aeneas himself were here.”
579-656 Human Level: Aeneas meets Dido and they exchange greetings.

579-585 ACHATES:” Let’s get out of cloud. It’s just like your mother said it would be.”


586-593 Aeneas emerges, drenched with beauty by Venus; a simile of his beauty to 


that of natural objects enhanced by the addition of silver or gold.


594-596 AENEAS: “I am Trojan Aeneas.

597-610 “We could never thank you properly for your great generosity. What great 


parents bore you. I’ll always remember you, wherever I go.”


610-612 Aeneas greets his lost friends.


613-616 DIDO: “What brings you here? Are you the Aeneas?


617-626 “I heard about you from Teucer, who was your enemy but admired your 


people’s bravery.


627-630 “Because of my experiences, I’ve learned to help those in need.”


631-635 She escorts Aeneas into palace and sends food to the ships.


636-642 Description of the inner palace and the preparations for the feast.


643-646 Achates is sent by Aeneas to fetch Iulus.


647-656 Achates also has to bring back gifts from Troy: Helen’s clothing, Ilione’s 


scepter and jewels.

657-696 Divine Level: Venus plots with Cupid


657-663 Venus is troubled in spirit because of possible further acts by Juno.


664-672 VENUS: “Cupid, you have to help me because you know what troubles Aeneas 

has suffered at Juno’s hands and now he is delayed by Dido.


673-676 “I have a plan, and please listen.


677-688 “Disguise yourself as the boy Iulus and at the banquet make Dido fall in love 


with Aeneas.”


689-696 Cupid agrees, Venus takes Ascanius away to Idalia, and Cupid in disguise goes 

to Carthage with Achates and the gifts for Dido.

697-756 Human Level: The banquet at Dido’s palace in honor of Aeneas.


697-708 Preparations for the feast and the entry of the various guests.

709-714 Reactions of the guests to the gifts, especially of Dido to the gifts and the boy.


715-722 Cupid attacks Dido and fills her with love for Aeneas.


723-727 As the food is removed, the lights are lit for the conversation to follow.


728-730 A ceremonial cup is passed around to start the drinking.


731-735 DIDO: “May Jupiter, god of hospitality, make this day memorable for both 


Tyrians and Trojans, and may Juno and Bacchus celebrate this meeting.”


736-740 Dido challenges Bitias to drink from the cup and he spills it on himself.


741-747 The bard Iopas sings of the world’s natural phenomena, to great applause.


748-752 Dido, already in love, asks questions about the war and its warriors.


753-756 DIDO: “Aeneas, tell me about your misfortunes and wanderings.”
